
Holy Week on the Go 

Read, respond, wonder! 
 

Often, Holy Week falls during spring break, as it does this year.  If you are in town this week, I hope that you will join us 

for Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday services. Through the week, all of us re-explore the 

meaning of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Each time we revisit the story a new layer is added to our 

understanding of the greatest mystery of our faith. Wherever you are next week, I hope that you are able to take time to 

read together the foundational stories of our Christian faith. I recommend the same pattern we use in class at Grace: 

read the story together, respond by creating something from the story together, and continue to wonder about the 

story through discussion.  Below are a few suggestions for reading, responding and wondering wherever you are this 

Holy Week. 

READ: 

Worried about fitting a Bible into your suitcase? Don’t worry, the Bible is online! Biblegateway.com has a large number 

of translations available for free using any web browser. The United Methodist Church uses the NRSV (more traditional) 

and the CEB (more modern language and easier reading level). There is also an International Children’s Bible (ICB) for 

younger children.  

From Palm Sunday, when Jesus entered Jerusalem, to Easter, when the tomb was found empty, there is a story for each 

day. The stories cover a wide range of feelings – from joy to sorrow and lots between. Here is a quick guide to read a 

story per day: 

Palm Sunday 
Jesus Enters Jerusalem like a King:  Matthew 21:1-11  
  
Monday 
Jesus Goes to the Temple:   Matthew 21:12-17  
  
Tuesday: 
The Greatest Commandment:  Matthew 22: 34-39  
  
Wednesday:  
A Woman Does Something Special  Matthew 26:6-12  
  
Thursday: 
The Lord’s Supper:    Matthew 26:26-30  
  
Good Friday: 
The Soldiers Make Fun of Jesus:   Matthew 27:27-31  
  
Saturday 
Jesus is Buried & Guard at the Tomb Matthew 7-61, Matthew 27: 62-66   
   
Sunday: 
The Resurrection of Jesus:   Matthew 28: 1-10, John 20:1-18  
  



RESPOND: 
In our faith formation classes, the children choose how to respond to the Bible stories. Legos, everyday objects 
that can be symbols, music and drawing supplies can all be used to create a gift to God. As you create, talk 
about the story. You will be amazed at the ideas and questions your children come up with! 
 
WONDER: 
Talking about tragedy and death, integral parts of the Easter story, can be hard. Whenever I talk with children I 
always include the resurrection. I remind them that “the story doesn’t end at the tomb. If it did, that would be 
very sad. But, because it is surprising and amazing and mysterious that Jesus came back to life we have hope. 
We have hope that no matter how sad things are that God is with us.” 
 
Children will have questions (they had a lot this past Sunday!). They will wonder how Jesus is still with us. They 
will wonder about where the tables were that Jesus turned over; what was the temple like? They will wonder 
why people were so mean to Jesus. They might even wonder if we are like God’s pets (an actual, honest 
question this past week that led to a great discussion). All of these questions are signs that our children are 
wondering and thinking about God – WONDERFUL! Some of these questions are best responded to with a 
question: “what do you think?” It is ok to say, “I don’t know the answer to that, but we can try to find out.” It 
is ok to say, “God is so big and amazing and loving we will wonder about these things our whole lives.”  
 
 
Easter is a whole season; join us to celebrate when you return! 
On Sunday, April 3 at 9 a.m., all ages are invited to make Easter prayer flags and continue to learn about the 
amazing mystery of Easter. You can get a preview of the project in an article I wrote here: 
http://www.buildfaith.org/2016/03/02/making-easter-flags/ 
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Holy Week Services: 

Palm Sunday  - 10 a.m.  

Holy Thursday  - noon 

Good Friday - 7:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday   

6:30 a.m. sunrise at the beach (south pavilion) 

10 a.m. Worship in the sanctuary 

http://www.buildfaith.org/2016/03/02/making-easter-flags/

